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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
REASONS FOR MISSIONARY EXERTIONS. 

If any thing can arouse the Missionary Spirit of Episcopalians, I 
think the following paragraph from the New-York “ Protestant,” may 
produce the effect : o 

“ Sixty-three young Jesuit priests were designated last year at Ro Mission- 
aries to the Vailey of the Micsissippi. One of the Tesuity said to a Peilestant Mis. 
sionary not long since—‘ You have come too late—we have pre-occupied the Mississi 
pi. Treenty years ago you might have done something, bubyou have come loo late!’" 

* You have come too late,” is, indeed, a sad charge which may be 
urged against the members of our venerable Church. However defi- 
cient in funds our religi@us societies may be, yet, I risk nothing in say- 
ing, that the private means of Episcopalians are, at least, sufficient to 
make them as flourishing and efficient as others; but, I fear, our zeal 
too often slumbers in forgetfulness, or, if awakened, exerts but little 

uence either over the heart or the judgment. It is reasonable té 
expect, that other denominations of Christians will take possession of 
Missionary grqund, which Episcopalians have delayed to occupy, year 
after year. Ue these cire ances, I think it would be vee of 
inquiry, whether it be prudeu®j™ send our Missionaries into foreign 
lands, while the moral wastes in our own country, are left to the care 
and cultivation of strangers. It appears, from the above paragraph, 
that the Roman Catholics, wisely taking advantage of our supineness, 
or want of religious patriotism, are sending their Missionaries from 

* Europ® to overspread our Western settlements. The fault is certain- 
ly our own. We always “come too late.” We seldom act, until 
others are showing us the way; and then we are content to follow, in- 
stead of being ableto lead. May this not be ascribed to our f 
genuine zeal in the Redeemer’s cause ; to our want of atta 
the distinctive character of our Church; to our almost total 
ence whether our remote fellow-citizens have any religious in 
whether the instruction which they may receive, be such as 

ant Episcopalians can love and approve ? e 

We have heard enough of the religious condition of Portugal, Spain 

and Italy, &c. to make us unwilling that a majority of our own nation 
eo embrace the tenets of the Ro Catholic Church. Regene- 
ted France has felt the necessity of “lessening its influence, by abo- 
lishing its connexion with the state, and leaving the consciences of 
men free, and accountable to God alone. In many parts of Europe, me 
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. 
the public mind is becoming tov much enlightened to be kept in sub- 


and superstition. 

it is scarcely necessary to remark, that Missionary institutions with- 
out-adequate funds, can aid but little the cause of religion and vir- 
tue. “Clergymen, every way fitted for the employment, may be found, 
who are willing to “ spend aud be spent,” in the service of their divine 
master. “ But how can they preach,” says St. Paul, “ except they 
be sent;” and if sent by authority of the Church, they must be 
maintained. And the same Apostle, in another place, says: “ so hath 
the Lord ordained, that they who preach the gospel, should live of the 
gospel.” It is not often that we see the sous of the wealthy, striving 
to overcome the influence of weridly feelings, and devoting themselves, 
soul and body, to the services Of the sanctuary. Nursed in the lap of 
fortune, and enjoying all the comforts of domestic life, and the bles- 
sings of a bountiful Providence, the glittering prospects of political 
distincu@p, and the blandishments of the gay and fashionable world, 
are mu fascinating to the youthful heart, to be readily relinquish- 
ed for the calm obscurity of a ministerial life. It is to mea from other 
walks in society that we must look for the laborious Missionary ; to 
men, whose hearts are animated with the sincerest piety and the most 
ardent zeal; who feel themselves “ inwardly moved by the Holy Spirit,” 
to preach, under the sanction of the ProtestangEpiscopal Church, the 
gospel of salvation to a lost and a ruined world; who are willing to suf- 
fer all the privations incident to new settlements; to brave the ridicule 
of the infidel and the laugh of fools, so that God may be glorified and 
@ian be saved. These are the men to whom, under God, we m 
look for the conversion of sinvers, and for reclaiming the sheep wh 
have strayed from their fold. Possessing no worldly means of support, 
theyfrust to the mercy of God, and in liberality of Episcopa- 


- ane to the dogmas of papal superstition, and the influence of bigot- 


lias. It is from some Missionary tution, that théy must expect 
the little which they may want, whilé they look to the approbation of 
the.divine Saviour, for “ greater recompence of ultimate” reward. 
hese remarks bring me to notice, that there are two important Mis- 
sionary institéitions connected with our Church, which eminently de- 
serve the patronage of its members. The first is: “ The D@mestic © 
and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America,” located in Philadelphia. Its opera- 
ti not confined to the United States, but may be extended else- 
t it is wisely left at the option of subscribers and donors, to 
+ be.efactions to either object, as they may think fit. The 
stitution, is the “ Protestant Episcopal Society for the Ad- 
vaneement of Christianity in South-Carolina.” The operations of 
iety by its charter, are limited to South-Carolina, as its name i 
os Within our own state, it exercises its pious and beneficent la- 
bours, by sending Missionaries where they may be useful ; by distri- 
buting Bibles, Prayer Booksgand religious Tracts ; and by educati 
pious young men for the gospeP ministry ; and notwithstanding mu 
has been done by it to promote the cause of religion and virtue, yet, 
much more would have been doue in the service of the Redeemer, if 
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its means were at all commensurate with its wishes, its wants, and, it 
prayers. If Episcopalians feel a desire to give, annually, but as 
sum for religious purposes, where can it be better bestowed than u 
the General Society; of upon our native institution ? 

I will conclude these remarks with a paragraph from Bishop Be 
Address to the last Convention, wherein, speaking on the subjectOf the 
General Society, (and his remarks are equaily applicable to the other) 
he justly, and feelingly says: ‘ It is melancholy to observe, how little 
this Society, of so noble a design, has yet been able to accomplish. 
How very numerous a portion do Episcopalians constitute of the rich 
and prosperous in our country; and yet, how few of them, compara- 
tively, can this, or any other of the great charities of the Church reck- 
on among its great benefactors! Othgr denominations ure spending 
thousands on education for the Ministry, and the support of Missions, 
while we have not hundreds, in comparison, for such appropriations. , 
Andyet, can the believing and pious member of our Church, hesitate 
to admit, for a moment, the high unportance of the benevglgnce, that 
may give the Ministry and Sacranients of the Church rist, on 
the principles on which he enjoys their privilege, to his destitute fellow 
men, whether in, or beyond, the territory of the United States.” 

The anniversary of the “ Protestant Episcopal Society for the Ad- 
vancement of Christianity in South-Carolina,” will be held in Charles- 
ton, in the course of a few days. MARTYN. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
@) Messrs. Editors.—I take the liberty of forwarding to you a number of the Royal Ge 
zette of Jamaica, containing a Sermon by the Rev. Epwarp Exsot, Archdeacon of 
Barbados. I haye seldom met with a production which so faithfully, yet judiciously 
and femperately @pforced the dutie Yhristian masters to their slaves. I know 
that, this is a delicate subject— must be handled with caution, that the 
least imprudence in relation to it, may do incalculable injury to our Church, not 
to say religion. But it does appear to me, that there is not a sentiment or a,gtate- 
ment in the Sermon, or its appendcies which could afford the least ground of ob 
jection to any reasonable slave holder. The quarter whence Nee slave- 
holding“community—and from the pages of a paper, which is the decided oppo- 
nent to the Anti-Slavery Society—ought, I should suppose, to ensure it a favour- 
able reception. 


On the Importance of giving Religious Instruction to the % 
lation in the West-dndies. 


e. A SERMON, 

ached at the Cathedral and Parish Chureh of St. Michael, Barba, 
dos, om Sunday, the 11th of February, 1827:-by Edward Exzor, B. 
D. Archdeacon of Barbados. 


. DEDICATION. 
To the Vestry of the Parish of St. Michael, and also to the Proprie« 
tors of Estates, and others concerned in the Management of Slaves in 
* 





_ 





Sermon ; on the Duties of [Feb. 
cd 


West-Indies, this Sermon, with the hope that their attention may 

. seriously turned to the subject on which it treats, and that thus, 

© ~ “through God’s blessing, good may arise both to themse!ves, and their 
°® dependents, is inscribed by . Tne Avruor. 


, 
PREFACE. 


The following Sermon is published at the request of the Vestry of 
St. Michael, and of other Proprietors who were present when it was 
preached. The Vestry may be supposed to express not only their own 
sentiments, but those also of their constituents, on the importance of 
affording religious instruction to the Slave inhabitants of the country ; 
and it is but justice to them as individuals, and also to the large and 
vespectable parish which they Fepresent, to annex the resolutions which 
have occasioned the publication, of the Sermon :— 


“ BARBADOS—At a General Meeting of the Vestry of St. Michael, on day 

the 19th of February, 1827, the following Resolutions were unanimously 
adopted: 
* “ Resolved, That the thanks of this Vestry be respectfully presented to the vene- 
rable the Archdeacon of Barbados, for the impressive Sermon delivered by him at 
the Cathedral, on Sunday, the 11th inst. wherein were enforced the obligations of 
the master to promote the temporal and eternal interests of bis slaves, by their ad- 
vancement in religious and moral truths, together with the advantages to be derived 
from their attainment of such knowledge, anv the facilities now afforded for it by 
competent teachers under the Episcopal Superintendence in this Diocese. 


«* Resolved, That, although the religious instruction of Slaves in this Island was 
commenced previously to the commencement of our Episcopal See, the difficul- 
Poms with which we had hitherto to contend from the want of proper teachers i 
dof the Clergy of the Island, rendered the work of improvement slow and 
complete : therefore it is the opinion of this Vestry, thatthe important objects, so 
ably recommended and earnestly enforced by the Archdeacon’s Sermon, will be 
greatly promoted by its circulation.” ° 


These Resolutions were followedlBy a request that the Sermon 
should be published. ; 


* SERMON, éc. 


* Titus, ii. 9, 10. » 
“« Exhort Servants to be obedient unto their own Masters, and to please them well 
in all things: Not answering again: Not purloining, but showing all good fide- 
at they may adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour in all things.” 


hristian Religion is adapted to every station and condition in 

high and low, the rich and poor, the free and bond, are all 

capable of deriving comfort from its doctrines, instruction 

from its precepts, and hope from its promises. It is, therefore, address- 
ed to al men without distinction; and it is furnished with rules and 
directions for their practice, which comprise every possible case of hu- 
man conduct. Of these directions, some are of universal application. 
They are suited equally to @ persons, without any reference to the 
circumstances of the several conditions in life ; such as love to God with 
all our hearts, all our souls, and all our strength, and to love our neigh- 
bour as ourselyes—to repent us of our pass sins, and to lead a new and 
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o 
a better life for the future—to have faith in the atoning blood of Christ, 
and tv pray consiantiy and fervently to God for his Holy Spirit.— 
These, and similar duties of a Christian’s life, are binding on every™ 
one ; and we can never for a moment suppose, that they are applica- 
ble only to certain individuals, while others are discharged from the 
obligation of performing them. 

But, besides these general rules for our conduct, there are others of 
a more particular and limited character, and which affect only cer- 
tain ranks and conditions in society. The rich in this world are charg- 
ed to be “ ready to give and glad to distribute, laying up in store for 
themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that they may 
attain eternal life.” The poor are required to be contented with the 
State in which God has been pleased togplace them, and never to ad- 
vance themselves in life by dishonest or illegal means. Masters are 
called on to “ give unto their servants that which is just and equal, 
knowing that they ‘also have a master in heaven.” Servants are in- 
strudled to be hject to their masters with all fear, not only to the 
goed and gentle, but also to the froward.” ¥ 

The words of. the text are addressed to a description of persons 
whose situation in life renders them subject to the direction and con- 
trol of others, and whose duties therefore consist chiefly in a willing 
and unhesitating obedience to those who have authority over them. 
The natural disposition of man is averse from restraint; and, if world, 
ly motives alone are allowed to work on it, their influence is seldom 
sufficient to produce that ready submission, both of heart and conduct, 
which is required in a state of absolute dependence. Gratitude, indeed 
will sometimes operate to lead the servant to a willing compliance wi 
the orders and wishes of his master; but experience may teach us, 
that the existence of this feeling is always very precarious. In many 
instances the exciting cause will be wanting. In others, even where 
benefits have been conferred, th@ mind of the receiver is often found 
unwilling to ackgowledge, or fully appreciate them. Force, it is true, 
may be used to extort from the dependent a due obedience to his 
ter’s authority ; but this, at the best, will produce oni const 
and reluctant service. Where a willing heart is wan much will 
always be left undone; and this we find to be the case when we are act- 
img for ourselves, no less than when we are performing the work im- 
posed on us by others. 

What motive, then, it may be asked, is sufficiently strong to 
obedience without reluctance? To unite a willing heart wi 
dustrious hand? To secure, at the same time, the useful sei 
the ready and faithful affections of the servant? Religion is 
erful motive which will effect all this, and even more than this, for the 
benefit of the master. When the person, who owes us obedience, is 
once instructed that there is a God above, who directs and governs every 
thing—whose power can in a moment withdraw the life which he has 
given—and who has declared that, in agfuture state of existence, he 
will reward the good, and punish the bad ; when he is taught the rela- 
tion in which he stands as an individual to this Mighty Ruler of the 
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* Universe—he can hardly fail to bow in all submission to his will, and 
to have the desire to do whatever is pleasing in his sight. The reveal- 
Ted word of the King of Kings is before him ; and, in terms not capa- 
® ble of being misunderstood, he is commanded to ‘be obedient unto 
his master in all things.” ‘This command is given him, not once, and 
in a single passage alone, but it is of frequent occurrence, and is press- 
ed on him with all the force of repeated admonition. 

It is ensyeto judge what must be the effect of these and similar pre- 
cepts from the Most High on a mind, properly impressed with a sense 
of religious duty. The servant finds that, in resisting the will of his 
master, he is resisting at the same time the will and positive commands 
of his God. A new motive, and one far more powerful than any ag 
which can be imagined, is here introduced to influence his conduct; 
and [am not assuming too much, when I say that it is one which must, 
in every case, be productive of good both to the master and the servant. 

With the prospect of a result so highly beneficial, it is cleanly the 
master’s interest to promote, by every: means in h wer, religious 

. knowledge among his dependents If he wishes the person, over whom 
‘he has autherity, to perform well the duties of his station, he must teach 
him what these duties are, and also the obligation he is under to ob- 
serve-and faithfully discharge them: for, as long as he is kept in igno- 
rance of the nature and extent of his moral responsibility, his couduet 
vill be influenced more by caprice than principle, and he will be acted 
on by his own passions, rather than by any desire to obey the will of 
his God, or serve with fidelity his earthly master. 

The truth of these observations is easily established by a reference to 

= I might direct your attention to the improved character of the 
wer orders of society in the mother-country; but as the poor in Eng- 
Jend, though in a station analagous to that of the slave population in 
this part of the world, differ, however, from them in some important 
particulars, their case may not be contitered conclusive on the subject. 
I need not, however, go beyond the limits of the W. ndies. Inevery 
coleny, aud indeed on every estate, where the religious instruction of 
th® negro hasbeen encouraged, the advantages resulting from it have 
been in cv most important. Nor is it to the British Islands 
alone that | ‘Would confine this remark. The interest, which I have 
taken in the religious improvement of this part of our population, has 
led me to extend my inquiries to the spiritual state of the colonies under 
vernments besides our own; and the result has been an entire 

n that, the more widely the doctrines of Christ have been dif- 

ng the slave inhabitants, the greater has been the improve- 

their moral habits, and in the performance of all the duties 
connected with their condition. It has been publicly stated more than 
once,* with reference to these foreign Islands,t that their baptized and 
instructed negroes are a greater security to them than even their fortifi- 
cations; and the inhabitants admit, that a Christian slave is always 


s 
* See letter by Dr. Beilby Porteus, Bishop of London.—History of Moravian 
Missions—see also, for the patent of the instructton, Parliamentary Papers, 1815, 


t See Appendix A. 
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held in much higher estimation than one who has beew left in a state 


of heathenish ignorance. We are also told, with respect to one of _ 


those colonies,* that previously to the system of religious instruction) | 


now so general there, a spirit of insubordination prevailed, and that it 
led to violence and bloodshed, and every species of outrage; but that, 
since the introduction and diffusion of Christianity among the negroes, 
the colony has never suffered from similar disturbances. This in-* 
deed is an effect, which, antecedently to the fact, we might naturally 
have expected. The precepts of Christ not only discourage opposi- 
tion to established authority, but they enjoin throughout a ready and 
cheerful $bedience to it. 

Should it be asked, in what way, and to what extent, religious in- 
sffuction should be given? The answer is not difficult. The proper 
manner of conveying it has been already recommended to you by the 
he f our Church Establishment in this part of the world; and I am 
happy to say, _his suggestions have thus far obtained the sanction 
and avowed ence of the most respectable inhabitants of the 
land. The proposed instruction is given through the médium of 
authorized and responsible teachers,} whose qualifications are previ- 
ously ascertained by the Bishop himself; and who are expressly di 
rected to visit plantations, or other places, at such times only as shall 
have been agreed on between the Rector of the parish and the respec~ 


tive proprietors. ‘These teachers have no authority of their own.g 


They act only by the instructions and immediate direction of the Minis- 
ter of the parish in which they are er.ployed ; and the required con- 
currence of the master is calculated to impress on his servants, that he 


is the channel through which they are to receive their spiritual, no less® 


than their temporal, blessings. It is through Catechists thus appoint- 
ed, and also through parochial and Suaday Schoolmasters, equally 
under Episcopal control, that the offer is made of affording - religious 
knowledge to the slave population of this Diocese ; and it would be dif- 
ficult. to imagine ore effectual way of guarding against the possi- 


» bility of any evil arising from improper motives or misguided “aa 


Every security that the master can require is-here affo im; and, 
if he objects to a plan of instruction so well furnished wi ry neces- 
sary safeguard, it must be from other, aud perhaps less excusable, mo- 
tives than the apprehension of danger. 
As wo the extent, to which religious instruction should be given,,the 
swePis equally easy. ‘The two ieading principles which ou be 
impressed on the mind of every human bemg, and which shou 
late his conduct through life, are the love of God, and the love’ 
neighbour. These comprise every proper motive and rule of human 
action. They. branch off ito all the various ties, by which society is 
held together, and by which each man is taught to perform the services 


required of him as a responsible aud social being. They are to be” 


Jearut only from the Bible. 
If we wish then, our dependents to be sober, honest and industri- 
ous—faithful to those who are set over them, and contented with the state 


* Saint Jean. t See Appendix B. 
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in which God has been pleased to place them—we shall direct them to 
_ the Bible, where God himself commands them to practise honesty, sobrie- 
ty, and industry ; and where, among other duties belonging to their 
station, they are instructed to be “ obedient to their masters in all things,” 
and not to repine at their worldly condition, be it ever so humble, 
Would we wish them to be influenced by proper feelings of trust and 
dependence on the Mighty Ruler of all things, and of hope of future sal- 
vation through Jesus Christ, we shall turn their attention to the same 
holy book; and we shall also place before them, as essentially aiding 
them in their course of moral and religious improvement, the Book of 
Common Prayer. Here they will learn to pray to God who made them, 
to Christ who redeemed them, and to the Holy Ghost who sanctifieth 
them. By the frequent perusal of the Holy Bible, and also of tie 
scriptural collection of prayers and thankgivings used in our Church, 
every one must, under God’s blessing, be improved in his moral ,¢far- 
acter—must be rendered a better man, and, couseq ly, a better ser- 
vant—more holy, more virtuous, and more valuable ll the relative 


@ duties a rvices of life. 
I belie¥@ho one will deny, that the Holy Scripture, and also the Li- 
ey of oar Church, are of the highest importance in giving the kuow- 
dge which a Christian ought to possess, and in producing the con- 
duct which a Christian ought to maintain. But it is useless to direct 
“ person to these invaluable treasures, while we withhold trom him the 
ey by which alone he can obtain them—it is useless to tell him to 
“ search the Scriptures,” while we debar him from reading the Scrip- 
tures. I have great satisfaction in knowing, that in this Island there 
~are persons of large estates, and of the greatest respectability, who fully 
concur in this opinion; and, from a conviction of the ultimate benefit 
_ attending the measure, they already have begun, and they are most 
anxious still further to promote, by every means in their power, the in- 
struction of their slaves in reading* the word of God, and the excellent 


services of our Church. ; a 3 

Instruction to this extent, and on a regular system, I ailow it is new 
in Barbados; but its importance is not diminished on this account. 
What may? B® regarded as almost} an experiment here, has been 
already practised, and practised with no small success, in some of the 
neighbouring Islands ; and it would ill become this colony, at once the 
most ancient, and, from various causes, the most prominent, in the 
West-Indies, to be the last in adopting measures calculated to pfom 
no tess the worldly interests of the master, than the spiritual anc etef- 
nal welfare of the servant—ill would it become this colony to.be back- 
ward in any righteous work, or to shrink from a con:parison in any 
part of its religious progress with countries similarly situate as to so- 

gmciety, and perhaps inferior to it in the means possessed for extended 

improvement. 

The instruction, to which I have all along referred, is that which is 
conveyed through the exertions of the public and duly authorized 


* See Appendix, C. . 
t See Appendix, D. t See Appendix, F. 
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teachers. But there is another means of communicating religious 
knowledge, and encouraging religious conduct on plantations, which 
Lought not, on the present occasion, to allow to pass unnoticed. I 
allude to the plan of having domestic teachers (some agent or servant 
on the estate) to instruet the children daily in the principles of the 
Christian religion. The readiness, with which this measure has been 
already adopted on many estates in this Island, may justify the hope 
that in a short time it will become universal. The result will prove, 
that a little loss of labour, or a trifling additional expense, is amply 
repaid by the improvement produced in the moral character and habits 
of the rising generation. 

With this cuurse of domestic instruction is intimately connected the 
@ity of havivg morning and evening prayer* for the negroes generally. 
This may be effected without any inconvenience ; and when we have 
tl surance of our Saviour himself that, where two or three are ga- 
thefed togetheramhis name, there is he in the midst of them, we can- 
not doubt that ly a practiée will bring a blessing both on the mas- 
ter and the servants engaged init. Our experience may us, that 
never is the duty of domestic prayer regularly and seriously’ observ 
without evident good arising from it—never is the Author atid Give 
all good things addressed in humble and pious supplication by the com- 
mon voice of a family, or many families under the same superinten- 
dence, without “his eyes’ being upon them,” and “ his ears open tap 
their cry” —without his “ fulfilling their desire,” and “ saving them in 
the day of trouble.” 

On a former occasion,} I alluded in this place to a very old, but an 
unrepealed lawt of the Island, which enforces by a special penalty the* 
duty of repairing every Sabbath day to the Parish Church or Chapel. 
The same law calls on “all masters and overseers of families to have 
prayers openly said every morning and evening with their familivs;” 
ang this (I use the pious expression of the framers of the law,) “ in or+ 
der that the Ali God may be served and glorified, and that he 
give a blessing tour labours.” [must not be understood as express- 
ing any approbation of laws, which enforce by pecuniagy mulets the 
service due in private from man to his creator. I ce to the law 
above quoted simply to show that the feeling, which on this subject ac« 
tuated the early settlers of the Island, ought still to exist among us. 
The importance of the duty of domestic prayer on estates remains un- 
—— ; but what they endeavoured to effect by the coercive 

law should appear, in the present day. the ready and spontang 
offering of hearts devoted to the service of the Almighty, and an 
to communicate the same feeling of piety to their dependents. 

In what I have said in favour of the extension of religious knowledge 
among the slaves, I have viewed the question merely as it regards 
interest of the master. I have shown that worldly motives alone, 


if no higher consideration were allowed to influence his coagpe, should’. 


* The Prayers drawn up by the Bishop of the Diocese for this purpose, and now 
ingener al circulation, are admirable. They ought to be in use on every estate. 


t In a Sermon on Prayer. ¢ Hall's Lawsilo 3. 
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lead him to ténch them the precepts and doctrines of the Christian reli- 
gion. tis the interest of the master that his servants should obey 
him with a willing heart. The Bible declares—and not in the Jan- 
guage of fallible man, but of the true and living God—* Servants, be 
obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear 
and trembling, im singleness of your heart, as unto Christ.” It is the 
interest of the master that his servants should be sober. The scrip- 
tures condemn, in the most unqualified terms? all drunkenness and de- 
bauchery. Tis also the interest of the master that his servants should 
be honest, diligent, and contented They cannot read their Bible with- 
out seeing and feeling that 1 is impossible to please God, and ebey the 
will of their Saviour, without honesty, diligence aud contentment. Ex- 
hrtit these duties of a Christian to your dependents, and convince théfh 
that they are enjoined by a higher than any human authority, by even 
the great God of beaven himself, and the benefit produced will beyin- 
calculably great. The change will be from idlenes industry, from 
drunkenness to sobnety, aud from digobedience - subordina- 
tion, and acheerful compliance with their master’s will. 

But, in addressing a Christian Congregation, | should be sorry to 
Mell on merely world!y motives, when those of infinitely greater mo-~ 
ment might be adduced to enforce this duty. “ Go ve (said our Savi- 
our to bis followers,) go ye, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 

gthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and‘of the Holy Ghost.” This 
command was not intended to be confined to the Apostolic times. It 
is applicable to all ages. As long as any remain aliens from God, and 
ignorant of their Saviour’s atonement, so long it is incumbent on the 

#faithful followers of Jesus to bring them home as wandering sheep to 
his fold. 

The injunction is more especially applicable to the Christian inhabi- 
tants of this part of the world, who, living amidst an ignorant and un- 
civilized population, and exercising for the most part an unlimged 
control over them, are hound by every tie of religi@tijaud humanity to 
attend to their spiritual welfare. We must not Fie ourselves in 
this matter. We are not obeying the will of our Saviour, while we 
allow-our fellaw-creatures, our fellow-countrymen—those who inhabit 
the save land, and are breathing the same air with ourselves—who are 
continually before our eyes, and are perfsrming their daily tasks for 
our benefit—while we allow these our brethren to remain in uncertain- 
ty, or, perhaps, in complete ignorance of the duties of the Ciifisti 
lite. * Let us not evade the obligation by saying, that we suffer them 
follow in this matter their own inclination, and that we consider our 
duty discharged, if we interpose no difficulties in the way of their be- 
coming Christians. This culpable indifference accords but littie with the 

character of the sincere followers of Him, who gave up his life for our 
immediate disciples submitted to every worldly pri- 

ion ing the heathen from ignorance and darkness to the 
‘true light e gospel. If we are Christians in deed, as well as in 
name, we shall earnestly endeavour to add fo the spiritual subjects of 
our master, “* so that his way may be known upon earth, his saving 
health among @l nations” —we shall strive tu turn the wicked from their 





1831.] Christian Masters to their Slaves. 


wickedness, and enable them, under God’s blessing, ‘to save their 
souls alive. Most encouraging is the assurance, that “ whosoever 
couverteth a sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from 


. death, aud shall hide a multitude of sins.” 


* 


“ But woe (said our blessed Saviour, woe unto him by whom the 
offence (or the stumbling block in the way of another's faith) cometh :” 
and think you not, that this woe extends also to those, who, having the 
means of conveying to others the blessings of the Christian religion, 
refuse or neglect to employ these means? Is it an act of cruelty, one 
that excites the keenest indignation, to suffer a fellow-creature to pine 
in hunger, and at last expire from want of the food necessary to support 
existence, while we ourselves are revelling in luxury, and are able to spare 
abundantly, and without any diminutiun of our own comfort? — [s"this 
branded as cruel and inhuman selfishness? And is it less an acif 
cruel indifference to the wauts of others, to allow them to remain des- 
titute of the spigitual bread of lite, and thirsting for “ that water, of 
which whosoe atMrinketh, he*shall never thirst again 2?” Let us not 
disguise or evade the truth. It is a crime of very deep dye to oppose or 
trifle with the eternal interests of our fellow-creatures; and if we deny 
spiritual aid to those for whom, as well as for ourselves, Christ died 
upon the Cross—if we obstruct them, or mislead them, or neglect to 
guide and direct them in the road that leadeth to everlasting hie—a 
heavy and tremendous woe awaits us. a 

The ume has been, when, perhaps, difficulties have interposed to 


check the spiritual improvement of the slave population in the West- 


Indies. The want of proper teachers for the purpose, or of a suitable 
and approved plan of iustruction, has certainly been felt here, and has 
retarded materially the progress of religious knowledge. ‘These, and 
other difficulties, are now, through the blessing of God, at an end. 
The instructors appointed by the Bishop of nage, and supported 
by the liberality of his Majesty’s government, ali@ by considerable aid 
from a Society*@i England, are, in every respect, unexceptionable. 
The plan, too, of instruction harmonizes completely with the doctrines 
and discipline of the established Church of England, and affords the 
fullest security against the evils of religious disseut. Wien the way is 
so open, and when every reasonable objection is so completely obviat- 
ed, I am unwilling to suppose that a single person can be found, cer- 
tainly I would hope not in the present congregation, who would not af- 
ford readily his sanction and co-operation in diffusing throughout the 
colony the blessings of the gospel. 
I am aware that, in the religious instruction of the negroes, much 
will im every way depend on the individual and personal exertions of 
the Rector of the parish. The slave population forms a very importan 
part of his parochial charge ; and it is his duty—a duty 
most solemn ties and engagemeuts, voluntarily uw 
part—to spare neither vigilance, nor bodily exertion, 
continued entreaty to bring “all such as are coma 
(be their condition what it may) unto that agreement ia 


* The Incorporated Society for the conversion and religi i ti 
slaves. “PO y ® ‘coma’ ion of negro 
7. 
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knowlege of God, and to that ripeness and perfectness of age in Christ, 
that there be no place left either for error in religion, or for viciousness 
of life."* In whatever way religious knowledge is imparted, whether 
through the labours of the Catechist, or the domestic and daily instruc- 
tion of the overseer, or the establishment of Sunday and Parochial 
Schools, the minister of the parish must consider all under his charge, 
and must, as far as he is able, personally engage in all. 

But it is obvious, that in this country the success of the minister’s 
exertions will always be either advanced, or retarded, in proportion as 
he meets with support, or opposition, from the lay proprietors in his 
parish. I cannot for a moment suppose, that any master, who has the 
least regard for religion, or who possesses the commonest feelings of 
chafity towards his fellow-creatures, will refuse his aid in so righteous 
afi@ benevolent a work. Rather would I anticipate, from the good 
feeling already shewn here, particularly in the encouragement given loge : 
catechetical instruction,t the full and ready. conturrence of all who 
have property and influence in the Island; and this, ‘ft merely in pro- 
Session, but in the practical support of religious instruction in every 
way by which it can be given. 1 would hope that all ranks and des- 
criptions of persons among us will be found to promote, by individual 
exertion, aud by personal influence, and, when it is required, by pecu- 
niary coutribuuions, the diffusion of Christian knowledge throughout 
the land. Thus will they effectually remove the imputation under 
which they have hitherto laboured, of opposing or neglecting the spiri- 
tual interest of those placed under their control; and independently of 
this, they will derive from it the extensive and lasting advantage of hav- 
ing Christiau servants—of having those in their employment whose con- 
duct is regulated by the doctrines and precepts of our holy religion. 

I have pursued thi ject to a length which would appear tedious, 
were it not for the’ importance of it, and the interest which it 
ought to €xcite, au indeed it must excite, in all who are duly im- 
pressed with the t f the gospel. I feel that am addressing a 
congregation who are not insensible to the obligation imposed on every 
believer in Christ, to spread far and wide the blessings of his religion. 

But many, who perhaps feel and allow the duty of giving religious 
instruction to the slave inhabitants of the colony, may, however, have 
entertained doubts of the expediency of the measure, I have endeavour- 
ed to show (and it is not by speculative opinions that I have done so,) 
that this is a case in which our duty and our interest are closely united, 
and that practical good to ourselves is the necessary result of the pro- 
posed melioration of the moral and religious character of our servants. 

Before I conclude, I would take this opportunity of impressing on 
you all the great importance of being yourselves examples to, your de- 

_penden jety, and holiness, and godliness of living. In a¥land, 


line of distinction separates the higher from the low- 
jety, the influence of example will be found much 


“Ordination Service. 


+ See First An port of the Branch Association in Barbados for the religi 
ous instruction jon of the negro slaves. 
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greater than in countries where the relative situations of the rich and the 
poor, the master and the servant, approach more closely to an equality. 
Whatever be the conduct of a man invested with authonty, it is natural 
to suppose that this conduct will be imitated by those over whom the 
authority extends. You should consider then, and it is 4 consideration 
of the highest moment to you, that the evil resulting from ycur immo- 
ral and profligate manners, is not confined to yourselves alone, but that 
it extends with accumulated force to those over whom you exei cise in- 
fluence and power. A heavy responsibility, therefure, attaches to every 
part of your conduct. If your lives be in accordance with the precepts 
of the gospel—if they be such as your profession of Christianity re- 
quires from you, they must be attended with extensive benefit to the 
commuvity iv which you live, aud to the individuals more immedifite- 
ly under your charge ; and they will assuredly draw down on you the 

essing promised to him who shall save a single soul alive. What I 

y of the master applies with equal force to those to whom his autho- 
rity 1s delegated, and therefore every Christian master will attend with 
scrupulous consideration to the moral character of his agents and 
overseers. 

But heavy are the woes which ever attend the land where the rich 
and the influential afford an example of practical vice and infidelity. 

I am satisfied that the evils of which I am speaking are not, and ne- 
ver will be, general in this colony; but should there be any one present, 
whose conscience tells him that he is not exempt in the sight of God 
from the guilt here alluded to, let me umplore him, first, on his own ac- 
count, to turn from his wickedness and save his soul alive ; but if, un- 
happily, be is reckless of his own condition, let him spare at least the 
future, and perhaps the eternal, misery of the beings under his charge. 
Let him remember, and tremble while he does mber, the awful de- 
nunciation of Christ, “ whosoever shall offen ecasion the fall of) 
one of these little ones that believe in me, it tter for htm that a 
mill-stone were hanged about his neck, and were drowned in 
the depth of the sea.” 


APPENDIX. 


A. 
The instruction in the Danish Islands here alluded to is given ages vy! by Mo- 
py 


ravian Missionaries. They have been much encouraged in these, an some of 
the other West India Islands. Without depreciating either the doctrines or disci- 
ine of those of a different persuasion from our own, we may be allowed to say, that 
if, on the one hand, due encouragement had been afforded to the Ministers of the 
Church of England, and, on the other, the Ministers themselves had exercised a 
proper zeal in extending religious instruction to the slaves, the benefits resulting to 
the community from their exertions would have equalled, if not exceeded, those 
d by the teachers of any othercommunion. We require only the doctrines 
of our Church to be preached with earnestness, and its discipli with. . 
care, to anticipate, under the divine blessing, greater success 
witness¢d any where in the West Indies. 

In the communication made by Earl Bathurst to the G [ 
dia colonies, in a circular letter, dated 7th of April, 1817, at “it is 
the earnest wish of the Prince Regent that, at the time w all descrip. 
tions are making such exertions for the conversion of slaves to Christianity, the 


* See Parliamentary Papers, 1818—page 142g» 





Sermon ; on the Duties of - — [Feb. 


Church of England should not be reproached with inactivity and indifference ; and 
his Royal Highness is well assured, that the purity of its doctrines is better caicu- 
lated than that of any other persuasion to impress upon its communicants a stron 
sense of moral obligation, wand cheerful submission to the !aws, and thet cheerfu 
resignation to the will of Providence, which lightens the burdens of life, by rescu- 
ing affliction from the bitterness of discontent.” 

‘it is painiul to annex the following extract, but the present state of the Isidid may 
encourage the hope, that such a document will never appear again :—* I wish I 
copld add (says Lord Combermere in his letter to Earl Bathurst, dated August 2vth, 
1017.) ‘hat the Clergy met with that support and encouragement from the princi- 
pal merchants and planters of Barbados, which it is no less their interest than their 
duty to afford the established Church, particularly at a time when sects of all des 
eriptions are making such exertions to the conversion of slaves.” 


B. 

The declaration made by every Catechist. before he is appointed by the Bishop, 
is @¥ follows :—* I ——, will not preach, nor interpret, nor minister the sacraments, 
Omptber public rites of the Church, but only teach and read on the plantations or 
other places committed to my care, that which the Minister of the parish shall 
rect for the instruction of the young and igrorant in the ciples of the Christia 
religion. 1, ——, will visit the plantations or other pla@es, at such times only as 
shail have been agreed upon between the Minister ard the respective proprietors. 
I, ——, will use sobriety in apparel, and especially during times of religious instruc- 
tion. I, ——, will, as far as in me lieth, with God’s help, move men to quiet and 
concord, and no! give them cause of offence. I, ——, will be diligent in the read- 
ing of the Holy Scriptures, wit prayer and good advisement, to the increase of 
my knowledge. 1, ——, will weekly, or as oiten as the Minister of the parish un- 
der whom I may be placed, shall require, make a faithiul report of the number and 
names of the plantations visited by me during the week, and of their spiritual pro- 
gress, to the best of my judgment.” 


c. 
The following extract from the letter addressed by Bishop Porteus to the Pro- 
rietors of Plantations in the West Indies, deserves their serious consideration. 
peaking of the obstacles which might probably stand in the way of the plan pro- 
posed by him. .“ The first, (he says,) is that most unfortunate prejudice entertain- 
ed by the planters aguinst teaching their negro children to read; which must be the 
foundation of all their r us instruction. They allege that it will be extremely 
dangerous to give them ualification, because it will enable them to read news- 
papers an@’pamphlets. ith the most pernicious doctrines, hostile to all good 
order and good government, and inciting them to insurrection, rebellion, and diso- 
bedience to their masters. “Were this the case, I should be as strenuous an enemy 
to the measure as any one of your respectable body can be; but the real fact is, 
that there cannot be a more groundless imagination than this. It is, on the contra- 
ry, ap undoubted truth, that an ability to read is the very best means of preserving, 
not only the negroes, but all the common classes of the people from being corrupted 
by such mischievous writings. Publications of that sort aril find their way among 
them; and, if they are not able to read them themselves, they may, and certainly 
will, haved¢hem read by others: and from their being incapable of reading any 
thing in confutation of them, they of course receive them as undoubted facts. and 
are thus easily and fatally imposed upon by wicked and designing men; whereas, 
if they are capable of reading what is alleged on the other side of the question, they 
may and probably will escape the suare that is laid forthem. This was most clear- 
ly exemplified in the French revolution and the last Irish rebellion, where by tar 
atest part of those unhappy wretches, who were most active and most sa- 
th es of horror, were ignorant, stupid, uneducated men, totally unac- 
of letters, and therefore easily deceived, but not so easily un- 
, on the contrary, where the inferior classes were generally 
as quite different. ‘The great bulk of the common people 
first a little staggared, and for a while imposed upon by 
nciples which the partizans of the French revolution, espe- 
cially Thomas Paine and his disciples, propagated with so much effrontery and so 
much industry through this kirgdom. But they soon recovered from this delirium. 
They saw througtihe wicked artifices of the abettors of anarchy and irreligion. 
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They saw the frightful danger that surrounded them, prepared to meet them with 
vigour, and actually — hem with success. And what was the occasion of 
this happy change? It was because the higher orders of thetcommunity could 
write, and the inferior orders could read. It was be@guse, for more than twen 
years before, upwards of .30),000 children of the poor had been religiously educat- 
ed in the various Charity Schools, Sunday ~chools, and Schools of Industry of this 
kingdom; and were thus rendered capable of reading and comprehending those 
admirable discourses. sermons, and tracts of various kinds, which the ablest and 
most virtuous persons, both among the Laity and Clergy of this country, were em- 
ployed in composing for the lowest classes of the people, in bringing them down to 
the level of their understandings, and in making so forcible an appeal, not to the 
ignorance, but to the knowledge of the inferior orders of the community, that they 
became sensible of the perils that surrounded them, and were rescued from des- 
truction.” 


D. 
I say almost, because until very lately the Codrington estates were, I believe, 
the only plantations on which the negroes were taught to read As it has been 
GPa’ in consequence of the 7 of instruction pursued on these estates, 


eir annual value has b lessened, | have great pleasure in being able to give an 

ntirely different state on the authority of the attorney himseli—a gentleman, 
whose high character and extensive experience render his information of the 
greatest importance. The fullowing letters passed between us on the subject: — 


“ Bridgetown, April 8, 1826. 

“ My Dear Sir—As I have lately heard it incidentally remarked, that the course 
of instruction pursued on the Codrington estates has tended to weaken the disci- 
pline exercised by the manager over the negroes, and consequently to diminish 
the profits arising from the cultivation of the land, I shall feel much obliged if you will 
inform me whether your experience would lead you to draw this conclusion; for 
should there be any erroneous impressions on the subject, itis desirable that I 
should have your authority in removing them. 

“ Believe me, my dear Sir, your's faithfully, 
“EDWARD ELIOT. 
* Foster Crarke, Esq.” 


“ The Garden, April 16, 1826. 

“ My Dear Sir—Although T was satisfied in my own mind that there was no foun- 
dation for the reports you lad heard relative to the Codrington estates, when it was 
said that the course of instruction pursued, had tended to weaken the discipline 
exercised by the n-anager over the negroes, and consequently to diminish the profits 
arising from the cultivation of the land, I would not give a a answer to your let- 
ter until [had minutely investigated the matter. [returned only yesterday from the 
estates, and 8can, without any hesitation, declare that I conceive the discipline of 
the people there to be as good and as effectual as on any other estate that I know. 
If it were too much relaxed or destroyed, the natural consequence would he what 
has been stated—an inefficient cultivation and diminished produce; but the fact is 
otherwise, as the estates are notoriously more productive now than they ever were 
before: and the returns even of the past vear (1825,) as appears by the accounts 
just finished by the bookposter, have exceeded the average of the last ten years, 
which have been the most prosperous period of these estates. 

“IT remain my dear Sir, with great respect, your very faithful and obedient servant, 

“F. CLARKE 
“ To the Venerable Archdeacon Exsor, &c. &c. &c.” 


E. 
These remarks refer chiefly to the unwillingness, which prevail i 
allow the negroes to be taught to read the word of God. In 
ress of religious knowledge in the colony is encouragin 
Justice to the proprietors, that from the custom of entirel 
(which is not the case in many other Islands,) this part of t 
obliged to employ the Sunday in the cultivation of their p nds.. The 
ehiet impediment, which at present exists to the due observance of the Sabbath, is 
the unchristian practice of allowing Sunday to be the market day The want of 
salutary regwations for keeping.itholy in other ways is likewise to be regretted. 
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F. 

I am aware that the measures, which I have @deavoured to press on the 
attention of all préprietors of slave property in the West-Indies, are likely to be 
opposed on two grounds. @fhe first is their novelty, and (as it is stated) the unwill- 
ingness on the part of the planters to be taken by surprise, and tu act with precipi- 
tation in a case confessedly of so much importance But let it be remembered, 
that the duty of instructing the slave population in the colonies has been rePeatediy 
and earnestly pressed on the proprietors for more than one hundred years; and 
this, too, by persons of powerful talents, and of the highest ecclesiastical rank in 
the ong aoa The cause has also been always warmly advocated by the 
“ Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreigu Parts ;” and the little suc- 
cess, attending their frequent appeals, is to be attributed more to-a culpable supine- 
ness onthe part of the colonies than to any want of proper encouragement afforded 
by the Society itself. The other objection rests on the belief, that the desire to ex- 
tend religious knowledge to the slaves originates always in enthusiasm, or, as it is 
not posequently termed, in Methodism. I cannot suppose that such an opinion 
really exists, unless among the ignorant and uneducated in the land; and [am sor- 
ry to observe that, wherever it is expressed, it marks an unwillingness@ perform 
a bounden, and a most important duty; and it, moreoveg, shows an entire miso 
prehension of the character of the Church of Eaeland file is thus calumniate 
(though perhaps unintentionally) by an insinuation that its pure and sober, and 
truly evangelical doctrines are adverse to the religious instruction of the heathen 
when in a state ofslavery. But I am anticipating objections, which, after all, may 
not be urged. and whick f am confident will never meet with support from the good 
and the wise in the colonies. 

—_—p— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 

We regret that the limited pages of the Gospel Messenger will not 
permit our introducing into them the very learned, instructive, inter- 
esting, and able article, on Griesbach’s New Testament, and the 
English version thereof, which appeared in the twelfth number of 
the Southern Review. Besides the confirming the faith of our rea- 
ders, and other advantages which we anticipate from the following 
extracts, we trust they will have the effect of inducing some persons, 

* who may not otherwise have heard of it, to give the whole article an 
attentive perusal. 


“The autographs of the writers of the Old and New Testaments 
having long since perished, the Holy Scriptures, like all other ancient 
writings, have been transmitted down to us, until the invention of the 
art of printing, by means of written copies. They have consequently, 
been subject, in common with all other works, to the errors incidental 
to such a mode of transmission. The most practised and careful wri- 
ter, in transcribing a work of such length as the New Testament, could 
hardly fail te commit numerous errors. And, especially, when we ad- 
vert to the circumstance, that the most ancient manuscripts were writ- 

i ly, without any spaces or marks of division between 
rent how much the chances of error were increased. 
* * * * 
, that the genuine text of the Greek Testament is 
pure in any single existing manuscript. It must be 
collected out of them all. This is the simple end and aim of the art of 
biblical criticism. By comparing together all the Greek manuscripts 
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‘of the New Testament @@hich have come down to us, we obtain their 
various readings. Noristhisall. The early Christiam writers, in. such 
of their works as are still extant, have frequigintly quoted the Greek 
Testament. These qnotations show us what wis’ the reading of their 
copies, The versions likewise, which were. made in various languages, 
at a very early period, give evidence of the reading which ex in the 
Greek copies from which they were translated.» From these 
manuscripts, fathers, and versions, extensive collections of various wad 
ings have been made by different critics, and gradually augmented, by 
their successors. Mill, in his edition of the Greek Testament, collect- 
ed, it is said, about thirty thousand. Wetstein, who followed him, nue 
mented the number, it is said, to near a hundred thousand; and 
we are told that has been swelle d, by the subsequent labours ‘of v 
eritics gpd editors, to a huudred ond thirty, me a hundred and 
nisan 

“*Tt is a very u nded fear,’ says ns eae * that the oiunee of 
various readings, which either have been, or shall hereafter be collect- 
ed of the New Testament, may diminish the certainty of the Christian 
religion. Instead of being alarmed at their number, we ought rather to 
exult, as the probability of restoring the genuine text of an author in- 
creases with the increase of the copies, and the most inaccurate and 
mutilated editions of ancient writers are precisely those where the few- 
est manuscripts remain.’ Similar to this, is the opinion of all the best 
critics. and of all men of learning. Experience has shewn, that all the 
various readings hitherto collected, so far from unsettling the text, or 
impeaching one article of faith, or one moral precept, serve essentially 
to establish the general integrity of the scriptures, by evincing that ma- 
nuscripts collected froin all quarters of the world, however they may 
differ in minute particulars, agree in all material points of doctrine aid 
morals. And this is, in our view, by far the most important service 
rendered to Christianity by the labours of bibheal erities: far more Ps) 
than the purging of the text itself from a few immaterial Corruptions. 

* % 

«“* No emendation,’ says Griesbach himself, ‘ which has been at- 
tempted by recent editors, either changes ‘6r overthrows any doctrine 
of sacred scripture, and but a few affect the meaning.’ In general, any 
reading might be safely adopted ; and even the werst manuscript of 
the New Testament, now extant, would secure to us the Christian faith 
in its general integrity without the loxs or addition of a single doctrine, 
or the variation of a single material fact. In this, we believe, all eri- 
ties are agreed; and the establishment of this important fact alone 
jtly entitles their labours to the gratitude of the Christian public. 

e shall beg leave to quote Griesbach again, ‘From of va- 
rious readings,’ he says, ‘ which have been examin 
men, as well as myself, every one may now perceive. 

are the suspicions raised by the adversaries of Christ 
integrity and certainty of the sacred text. . And, if ’ 
this will be considered as not the least of the benefits rest 
art of criticism by those who value (he inleguly, and shaken prey 
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rity of the sacred books. By the diligence ritics it is now reduced 
to certainty, that—how ever the ancient copies and versions which were 
made in the earlier ageagand the commentaries of the Greek and Latin 
fathers, may differ among themselves in single words and phrases, or, 
as sometimes happens, i in the order of sentences, yet in the sum of the 

matter—in narrating the origin of the Christian religion, and delivering 
the rales of doctrine, gpd in setting forth the arguments by which Christ 
and his Apostles proved their doctrine, in these, there i is the tnoet per- 
fect agreement among them all.’ 

* Griesbach, after Seiler, arranged all hs manuscripts of ths New 
Testament which had been collated, in three classes, or families, ac- 
cording to the particular recension or edition of the text which they 
séeim to exhibit, or from which they appear to have sprung; which he 
debominated from the places where those several texts are gup 
respectively to have prevailed, the Alexandrine, t ccidental, dr Wes-@ 
tern, andthe Byzantme. The origin and sou these several texts 
he does not profess to have discovered, but contents himself with the 
fact of their existence, as evidenced by the agreement of the manu- 
scripts of each class among themselves, and with the scriptural quota- 
tions of the fathers who lived and wrote in those quarters respectively, 
to which they are assigned. For example, that there were two differ- 
ent recensions or texts prevalent as early as the third century, is prov- 
ed by the diffurence between the quotations found in the works of 
Origen and Clement of Alexandria, oti the one hand, and those of 
Tertulliau and Cyprian on the other; and some manucripts are found 
to agree with the former, and some with the latter. There are other 
manuscripts which differ from both, and are found to agree with the 
quotations of those fathers who flourished in the fourth and fifth cen- 
turies in Greece, Asia Minor, and the adjacent ‘provinces, thereby con- 
stituting a third class. 

* From the geveral outline of his system, which we have now given, 
it appears that the main hinges on which it turns.are, the doctrine of 
three principal ancient recensious of the Greek text of the New Testa- 
ment, and the correspondent classification of al] the manuscripts, ver- 
sions and fathers. Thesewrinciples were not new, but to Griesbach 
is due the credit of having, with extraordinary and indefatigable dili- 

nce, applied —- to the vast mass of critical materials collected by 
fis predecessors, afid of having exhibited their results in a lucid and 
perspicuous manner in his celebrated edition of the Greek Testament. 
This was unquestionably a task of immense labour, and he has ac- 
complished it in a masterly manner. “His work will always be of great 
value to scholars, as comprising the sum and substance of all the vari- 
ous readings of the New ‘Testament of any importance, known at the 
time of its phblication, digested in the most convenient form; and of 
still hi value to Christians, as affording a final and decisive proof 
how li hundred and fifty thousand various readings affect 
the integri the sacred text, or the doctrines of their faith. This, 
we must say ugain, we accouit the most valuable fruit of all the labours 


of biblical critics. 





~ 
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‘“ Mr. Nolan conceivegthat the preference is justly due to the Byzan- 
tine or received Greek t@mt, over either of the other recensio::s, and that 
its authority is adequately established on sure bi torical grounds. That 
it is immaculate he does not pretend; but that its faults are compara- 
tively trivial, and of such a nature as not in any degree to impeach 
its credit as a competent guide of faith and morals, he very fully 
proves ; and with a view to this end, he enters on a long and learned 
defence of the general and doctrinal integrity ofthe vulgar text, in the 
course of which he takes especial pains to vindicate the most impor- 
tant passages, and particularly the three celebrated texts, Acts xx. 28, 
1 Tim. iii. 16. and 1 John v. 7, which have been impeached by Gries- 
bach. In respect to the two former, we apprehend that few persons 

‘E will be disposed to coutrovert his conclusions, who will have the pa- 
tience to examine the subject with the attention it requires. In regard 
to the litter we cannot say as much, although Mr. Nolan has unques- 

3 tionably defended ili x with no little learning and ability. 

. » * * 
Co 


«3 “ His work, we do not hesitate to say is indispensable to every 
-scholar, who would form an adequate opivion of the merits of Gres- 
e hach’s critical system, or his corrected edition of the Greek Testament. 
S Whatever celebrity may have been acquired by the latter, it is not to be 
"denied that its authority has been more than shaken, if not subverted, 
“by the attacks of Dr. Laurence and Mr. Nolan; and it is no less cer- 
“tain, that these assailants must be effectually repelled, and the system 
‘Sof the latter, in particular, thoroughly confuted, which we apprehend 
= will be found no easy task, befure the admirers of Griesbach can be 
permitted, with any show of reason, to clam for his edition the title 
with which it has been lately, and somewhat boldly, decorated, as the 
Standard Greek Text. : . . 

“ As we have not yet said any thing concerning the result of Gries- 
bach’s labours in the correction of the New Testament, and the extent 
or number of the alierations which he has made in the received text, it 
may be proper to add a few words on that subject before we conclude. 
We have, at the cost of some labour, gone through the whole of his 
e tions; and we find that they ar t (omitting such as are 
purely orthographical, as Aa9.0 for Aadsd,) great and small, in the whole 
of the New Testament, to the number of 1600; or, if we exclude the 
Revelation, where they are most numerous, to 1186. Out of these, 
however, we have been able to discover, in the whole of the New Tes- 
tament, ofly 478; or, excluding the Revelation, 368, which in the 
slightest degree affect the phrascology, or can be made perceptible in an 
Euglish translation. Now, if we deduct from these again, the great 
mass of sucl as are wholly insignificaut, or merely synonimous, the 
number which really alter the sense will be found to isingly 
small; and of such as have any bearing, however re ny 
of faith or morals, still smaller. Of this last descriptio 
noted only fourteen, in five of which, strange to say,” 
not differ from the received text. But to come to the po 
in fact, but three passages, which we have already referred to, of any real 
importance in refereuce to doctrine, in which he has felt himself autho- 
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rized to change the common reading. This, then, is the sum of all 
his labour, and of that of all his predecessordMfh the sume field of criti- 
cism. This is the result of the hundr-d thousand various readings 
(be the number what it may, which have been collect: d from every quar- 
ter, against the received text of the New Testament. And now we 
would submit to our readers whether this is not a triumphant result ? 
Triumphant in establishing on an impregnable basis the integrity of 
Our common scriptur@} and of the faith which we have built upon it. 
And yet this result, astonishing and gratifying as it must be deemed, 
receives still an accession of splendour, when we add, as we are bound 
to do, that even these few laurels which criticism has plucked from the 
received text of the New Testament, are not uncontested, avd may p:r- 
haps still be reclaimed. Not only do Dr. Laurence and Mr.. Nolan 
protest against Griesbacl;’s decision in the case, and maintain a vigor- 
oir d:-fence of the important texts in question, but it must be ad@ed that, 
in respect at least to the two former, Acts xx. 28, and 1 Tim. ii. 16, 
that decision is vot oly uusustained, but has beet actually reversed by 
the greater number, we belicve, of succeeding editors. Even ander 
these circumstances, however, we are far from any wish or intention 
to impeach, in the smallest degree, Griesbach’s integrity, or his fidelity 
asa critic. If he erred in the couclusious at which he arrived, we 
would willingly set dows that error to the account of human fallibility, 
and ascribe it ether to the isensible influence of a bias, from which 
no man can claim entire exemption, or to the fallacy of the critical 
system which he followed. We would not stain his well-earned fame 
with one breath of suspicion. But even allowing him all that he 
elayms on the points iw question—even surrenderig to him the passa- 
ges which he has impeached—we conceive that the lustre of the Chris- 
tian Seriptures will suffer not a shade Of diminution, or the integrity of 
the Christian doctrine experience the smallest detriment. The doc- 
trines inculcated or implied in these verses, are not involved in their 
faie. Whatever is taught in them, is taught elsewhere in the sacred 
volume. If it even were notso—if these were their sole stay and sup- 

wt—we should still say from our hearts, fiat justitia, ruat celum '— 

t truth prevail, let the Ceppeaucnce be what it may. But we a p- 
py to have it in our power® produce here the unambiguous testiMouy 
of Griesbach himself, on this point ; and in putting it on record in our 
pages, we conceiv@ that we cannot offer a more agreeable conclusion 
to our readers, or a more honourable tribute to the memory of that dis- 
tinguished man, now gone to his account. 

«« It may seem to some persons,” says hefi@ that Lhave detracted somewhat from 
one important doctrine—that which relates to the real divinity of Jesus Christ— 
not only by the rejection from the text of that celebrated passage, I John v. 7, but by 
likewise bri g into doubt the common reading in 1 Tim. iii. 16, and Aets xx. 

. Wher to remove as far as I can all unjust suspicions, and to take away 


disposed persons all occasion of calumny, in the first place, I public! 
mo God to witness, that I poe we spat doubt of the truth of thet 
doctrine, indeed, so nyneroas und so clear are the arguments and the piace s 
of Se , by which the ffue deity of Christ is vindicated, that I can scarcety 
comprehend in what manner—the divine authority of the sacred Scripture being 
granted, and the just rules of interpretation admitted—this doctrine can by any 
one be called in question. In particular, that passage, 1 John i. 1,2, 3, is so clear, 
and free from all exception, that it can never be overthrown, or taken away from 
the defenders of the truth, by the daring attempts of either interpreters or critics.”’ 
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* ON EXPERIENCE. 


The late Rev. Dr. Mason's (a Presbyterian divine) opinion of the custom of giving 
in one’s Experience, and of sudden Conversions. 

** God hath reserved to himself the prerogative of exploring secret 
motives, ‘I Jehovah, search the heart, and try the reins.’ And it is 
a source of ineffable consolation, that none butghimself can try them. 
The obirusion of the creature is completely barred out by his own un- 
ebangeable constitution. I bless him forit. I had rather perish than 
have my heart searched by man or angels ; and I put them al! at defi- 
ance to declare what passes in my breast any further than I myself in- 
form them By my own act. Whoever, therefore, maintaiys that the 
reality of conversion, is the reason of aduusion to Christian privileges, 
lays duwa a tule that can vever be applied. There are norie who fur- 
wish more conclusiveevidence of its nullity, than those who most warm- 
ly contend for i. Bringle observation will put, this jn a strong light. 
They, who without the aid of a revelation, either from myself or my 
creator, cau read my hidden thoughts on one occasion, can read them 
ou any other. Therefore, if they can ascertain sincerity in religiou, 
they can equally ascertain it in their civil transactions: and consequent- 
ly would never be imposed upon. But to such lengths they do not pre- 
teud to go: that is, theyproclaim the falsity of their own doctrine and 
the futility of their owu rule. How dare they, who cannot detect a 
perjury in the custom-house, or a lie in the shop, represent themselves 
as able to detect hy pocricy in religious professions? It is foolish con- 
ccit, itis contemptible quackery. Take notice how they use their own 
rule. They get a nian to recount his experience. If satisfied With 
that, they set him down as coyverted. You see, that for the facts on 
which they build their judgment they have all his own word, and yet 
they talk of ascert ining his state! Two plain questions on this head, 
and we shall leave them. If their man should say nothing at all, how 
would they find out his state? If he should happen to amuse them 
with a tale of experience, such as they approved and he never felt, 
where is their knowledge of his state ? or those who undertake to 
discfiin spirits, without producing their ority from the Father of 
Spirits, under bis broad seal of miracles, nothing is so amazing about 
them as their effroutery All sober men should eaghew them as jug- 
glers and imposters. An astrologer who casts nativities from the as- 
pects of the planets; ora strolling gipsey who predicts the history of 
mf from the palm of a child’s hand, is as worthy of credence as they.” 

* * . “ Somegiin fixe, think that a religious experi- 
ence is the sole test of admission into the Church, provided a man can 
satisfy them of his conversion, (and they are not always hard to be sa- 
ti-fied ;) if he can relate a plausible story of his feelings, can talk of his 
distress and of his comfort, and has learnt to deal in joys and extacies, 
itis enough. How he came by his experience, he probably cannot tell, 
and his spiritual guides often omit to ask. nd yet this is often the 
point, upon which turns the discrimination between true and false reli- 
gion; between rational experience and fanaticism; between good in- 

fluences of the spirit of God, and their counterfeits. It is lamentable, 
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that so large a proportion of conversions, which are the fruits of tumul- 
tuous meetings, and the theme of newspaper Prise, prove to be of this 
class. Dark views, gross ignorance, and even flat contradictions in the 
simplest truths of Christianity, are no obstacle. Thousands go from 
sin to God: from nature to grace: from condemnation to pardon ; from 
despondency to rapture: and when interrogated about the process by 
which this marvellous transition was accomplished, have little or no- 
thing to say, but tha®they have felt so. Aud what is still more asto- 
nishing, they have been trauslated from darkness to light without be- 
ing illuminated! For the uttering of incoherent excl~mations, and the. 
chattering over a set of phrases, though accompanied with vehement 
passions, with shrieks, and fallings, and faintings, and fitsgand trauces, 
must not pass for divine illumination, nor divine influence of any sort. 
When we consider the mechanism of the human affections, and how 
rapidly emotion is propagated by sympathy through promiscuous 
crowds, we can explain all the phenomena, whieh in this matter have 
lately attracted the public wonder, without recourse to supernatural 
agency: and must be convinced that nothing can be more precarious, 
than the tenure by which these sudden converts hold their profession.” 
<= 
TIME OF CONVERSION. 

The following article (says the Auburn Gogpel Messenger,) is taken 
from an old book, especially for this country, published in Boston in 
1720, and entitled a ** Guide for the doubting, aud « cordial for the faint- 
ing Saint.” The author was Benjamin Wadsworth, a calvinistic -di- 
vine of the Congregational Church in Boston, and afterwards Presi- 
oa of Harvard College. 

me Christians are greatly disquieted and discouraged, because they 
do not know the particular time of their conversion. Possibly, the 
Christian will say, “so far as | know my own heart, I hate the ways 
of sin, I desire firmly to rely on Christ alone for salvation, and to lead 
a holy life, yet I fear all is not right and sound at bottom; I doubt I was 
never truly converted. For conversion isa very great change ; it is a 
person’s coming out of the kingdom of satan into the kingdom of 
Christ; "tis a changing o sters; a turnimg from sin to God; a gping 
form death to life ; ’tis indeé@, a great change and whocan experience this 
change, but that he must needs know the time of it? Nay, I can dis- 
course with, or hear of some, who can tell the time of their conversion. 
They can say, that such a particular text, or such a particular sermon 
or such a remarkable providence, was peculiarly instrumental of their 
conversion ; but as for my part, I k nothing of the particular time 
of my turning from sin to God, and, therefore, I doubt I was never truly 
converted.” Now, to this case, I would say, first that there are but 
some, and, probably, but few sincere Christians that can tell the parti- 
cular time of their conversion. Some can tell it, but probably there 
are butfew that can. Paul could tell the very day when he was con-~ 
verted ; it was on such agiay when he was going to Damascus to per- 
seeute the saints. But we lo not know that Peter, or James, or John, 
knew the particulgr day of their conversion. ‘There are many whom 
we cannot but charitably hope are truly pious, who know nothing of » 
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the particular time of their new birth. Mr. Baxter, in his book upon 
infant baptism, says, “* for my own part, T aver it from my heart, that 
I neither know the day nor the year when 1 began to be sincere. I was 
once, he continues, ina meeting of very many @hristians, most emi- 
nent for zeal and heliness of most in the land, whom divers were 
Ministers, and some at this day as famous, and as much followed as 
any I know in Engiand, and it was there desiredgthat every one should 
give in the manner of his conversion that it might be observed what 
was God’s ordinary way; and there was but one that I remember of 
them all, that could conjecture at the time of their first conversion, 

“econdly; "tis commonly thought that those ordinarily know legst 
the particul® time of their conversion, who have been best furnis 
with the means of grace, and been kept from scandalous sins. They 
have had convictions, doubts, fears, and hopes from their childhood. 
Nor can they say, whether parental instruction, reading God’s word, 
ot hearing it preached, was, first, instrumeutal of saving good to 
their souls. ‘‘ So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should cast seed 
into the ground, and should sleep, and rise night and day, and his 
seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how.” 

Thirdly: if thou art converted, thou shalt go safe to heaven, though 
thou knowest not the time of thy conversion. If thou dést heartily 
hate and loath all thy sis dost heartily trust in Christ for pardon and 
salvation, heartily desiring and endeavouring to be truly holy, then 
thou art certainly converted, though thou dost not know the particular 
time when. These things are the fruits, and so the proofs, of con- 
verting grace. If they are in thee thou mayest take comfort, rejoice, 
and be thankful. In many persons, God often times begins and carries 
on the work of grace insensibly, so that they come to good growth and 
maturity, before they know that they are alive. How our eyes were 
opened we know not, ouly one thing we know, whereas we were blind, 
nuW we see. 


—_—<p—- 

Anecdote respecting Judge Patterson, of the Supreme Court of the 

United States, 

TWiis excellent man, and enlightened jurisiifhen, during his last illness, 
he perceived his end approaching, sent for an Episcopal Clergyman, and 
informed him, that, although a member of the Presbyterian Church, it was 
his desire before he left the world, to receive the Communion. — He stated, 
upon that oceasion, that he had been withheld during life, from the 
performance of this part of his duty, and yielding obedience to the in- 
junctiop of our Saviour, by doubts which he entertained concerning 
the divinity of our Lord; but that, for some time past, he had been en- 
gaged in a more close and thorough examinatiop of that subject, and 
that this inquiry had terminated in the removal of those doubts, and 
the satisfaction of his mind as to the claims of Christ. He congluded, 
as he began, by expressing a desire to yield this testimony of his faith, 
as he could now do so with a good confgjence, in receiving the com- 
munion, which was accordingly administered to him; and he 
to receive from those pledges of a Saviour’s love, strength and confi- 

edence to sustain the severe conflict with his last enemy, over whom 
he triumphed.—Rev. Dr. Beasley. 





Poetry. 


POETRY .—onicivar. 
A BROTHER’S UF F ERLNG. 


ther belov'd, farewell! 
Thine earthly race is o’er! 
And eyes that lov’d to look on thee. 
® See thee no more. 


Brother belov’d farewell ! 
Now ‘hou art lost trom sight, 
My heart by years of sorrow torn 
Is broken quite. 


Brother belov’d, adieu ! 
Resigned I take the blow: 
Yet how Llov’d thee none have known 
And none can know. 


Brother in glory, hail! 
fT see thee where thou art; 
And bear thee whisper, “ we shall meet 
And never part.” 


Brother belov'd, till then ‘4 
Alone life’s path I tread; 
And though amidst the world I walk, 
Live with the dead. 





Bishop Lowth’s Epitaph on his first and favourite Child. 


CARA, Vale! ingen'o, prestans, pictate, pudore, 
Et plus quam nate nomine Cara, Vale! 

Cara Maria, Vale! at veniet felicius evum, 
Quando iterum tecum, sine modo dignus, er: 
Cara, redi, leta tum dicam voce, paternos 

Fja! age in amplexus, Cara Maria, redi. 


—— 
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Washington College at Hartford, Connecticut.—It has graduated, 
at its four commencements, sixty-four students ;‘ of these, two are al- 
ready in Holy Orders, and twenty mote are enrolled as candidates for 
the same sacred office. It is also stated, that of those who are af the 
present time memberé of the institution, between twenty and thirty are 
supposed to have their attention directed to the gospel ministry Let 
it not ;. supposed, however, that these are fruits of spontaneous growth. 


It that of those who are designed for the ministry of the Church, 
sirteen were in necessitous mstances, and have received assistance 
from ti®@ College, by the relinQuishment of one-half the amount of their 
bills, or the suspension of the payment of the whole, (without interest,) 
till three years after their graduation. Ps 

. 
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Camden, S. C.—On the 20th ult. the corner stone of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church; to be called “ Grace Church,” was laid, and an 
appropriate and impressive Address from the Rev. Edward Philips, the 


Rector elect, was delivered. 4 


General Theological Seminary.—We learn that fifteen new Students 
entered this Seminary at the commencement of the present term, and 
it is expected that several others will join it soon. It must be gratify- 
ing to every friend of the Church to learn that this important institu- 
tion is at present in a more flourishing condition than it has been for 
some years past. There are now thirty students in the Semineray, 
thirteen of Wiiom are Alumni of Washington College. 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society.—The Association of St, 
Luke’s Church, Rochester, has redeemed its pledge io send by, Christ- 
mas $500 for the above Society; $50 more was previously sent, be- 
sides $100 to the Missions of theirown Diocese. The Rector remarks, 
a missionary spirit in a congregation, and the increase of personal 
piety are co-incident. In the year, 82 new members have been added 
to the Communion, and twenty more are prepared for tha neat cele- 


bration. » 


Extract of a letter from an Oneida Indian.—“ Rev. and Dear Sir, 
not ouly as Editor of the Gospel Messenger, but as a Minister of theGospel 
in the Episcopal Church, at the special request of many of my nation 
belonging to the Second Christian or Schuyler party of the Oneida In- 
dians, as well as a sense of my own duty, induces me to address you. 
We are destitute of any Minister belonging to the Episcopal Church 
to administer to us the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, 
according to the rites of that Church. We can be supplied with Minis- 
ters of other denominations—but we cannot hastily abandon that which 
we consider the most proper and correct course. We were once cor- 
dially received by our Episcopalian white brethren. Are we now un- 
worthy, and what have we done that we should be neglected as a with- 
ered branch? I declare unto you the truthijhen I tell you that this 
party possesses industry, sobriety, good deportment and give good evi- 
dence that they are in possession of Christianity also, aud why should 
not the bread of life be dispensed to us. Does it not enliven and invi- 
ae the Christian? Then why not us? Are we not Christians ? 

udge us not. Was the cry of those of Macedonia disregarded? We 
attend to all the ordinances and duties we can without a Minister, and 
only wish you would regard us so much as to send us the assistance we 
need particularly at present, viz: some Mini of the Episcopal ° 
Church to administer to us the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, and 


therewith we can be content. 
“Tn the bonds of Christian faith, I subseribe myself, affectionately, 
yours, &<.” . . 


Calcutta.—The new Bishop (Turner) is said to have originated the 
follo paper which speaks for itself: “‘ We, the undersigned, being 
7 * . 


» MESS.—VOL. VIII. 
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"desirous to express our conviction, that it is our duty as Christians, and 
will be for our advantages thembers of the community,"to promote a 
more exact observance of the Lord’s Day amongst the inhabitants of 
Calcutta aud its neighbourhood, do hereby declare— 

“1. That we wilf personally in our families, and to the utmost limit 
of our influence, adopt, and encourage others to adopt, such measures 
- may tend to establish a decent and orderly observance of the Lord’s 


y- 
“2. That we will, as far as depends upon ourselves, neither employ, 

nor allow others to employ on our behalf, or in our servié®, native work- 

— and artizans in the exercise of their ordinary calling, s the Lord's 
a 


3. And further, we will give a preference to those master trades- 
men who are willing to adopt this regulation, and to act upon it con- 
stantly unreservedly, in the managemeut of their business. 

“4. We will be ready, when it may be deemed expedient, to join in 
presenting an address to the government, praying that orders may be 
issued to suspend all labour on public works on the Lord’s Day, as 
well as all such business in the government offices as can, without em- 
barrassment to the service, be dispensed with.” 

aeagpneion has been read in the Churches under the Bishop's 
control. & 


Communion Alms.—Many a poor widow, at this inclement season of 
the year, would most severely feel the privation of the little pension 
she has been in the habit of receiving by means of these collections, at 
the hands of her friend and spiritual guide. I) is & practice which 
gives to a parish Clergyman the power of doing a vast amount of good, 
over and above the simple value of the mouey. When called to the 
bed of sickness and poverty—and what Clergyman is not, many times 
in the year, especially in our larger towns—while he administers spiri- 
tual instruction, he is greatly strengthened in his arduous duty by be- 
ing enabled by these collections to relieve temporal distress. Indeed 
the expenditure by a parish Clergyman, of the fund thus raised, neces- 
sarily leads him into miséipnary duties, of no little importance. The 
destitute and uninstructed are sought by him, and his admonitions gain 
heed by being accompanied with this means of charity which the 
Church places at his disposal.—Ep. Watchman. 


Sword’s Almanac, Churchman’s Caelndar, §¢.—From this valua- 
ble manual for 1831, it appears there are 534 Clergyman, of whom 11 
are Bishops. Thirty-three are graduates of the General Theological 
Seminary. It s be understood, that many others who did not 
complete their education at this institution, have participated in its 
great advantages. 

Christmas Hymn.—In aJate number of the Episcopal Watchman 
is a hyfin which we are told was sung at two of the Churches at Bos- 
ton. We submit whether this iwi te be not an inadvertent viola- 
tion of the engagement at Ordination, to conform to the worship of the 
Brotestant Episcopal Church, as set forth by its authority. If qi Mi- 
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nister may introduce into the public services a new hymn, why may 
not another itroduce a psalm of a new traislation, or a prayer pre- 
pared by himself for the occasion. Does not the rubnc permitting the 
hymns published, under the authority of the General Convention, to 
be sung in our Churches, imply that no other are to be sung? Even 
one of these authorized hymns is not permitted, unless a portion of 
the psalms in metre be also* sung on the same occasion of public wor- 
ship—so particular has the Church been as to this branch of her ser- 


vices. 
_ —-——- 
BIBLE QUHSTIONS. 

The Bible Qpestions of the last month not being answered, are continued. 

What are the scriptural arguments, and also those derived from reason in favour of 
the religious observance of one-day in seven? 

State the reflections on the importance of the Sabbatical institution, on industry, on 
the authority of a head of a family, and any other that may be suggested bythe atlen- 
tive perusal of the Fourth Commandment ? 

Consult Secker’s Lecture, xxi. and Bishop White’s Lecture 3d, on Church Ca- 
techism ; also, Stackhouse’s Complete: Body of Divinity, and the Commectaries 
of Patrick; or of Mant and Doyley, on the Fourth Commandment. 


Answers the first week in March. 


: * 
NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A Sermon, preached in Trinity Church, New York, at the opening of the Conven- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of New-York, on Thursday, Oc- 
tober 7, 1830. By Benjamin Dorr, A.M Rector of Trinity Church, Utica... Publish- 
ed by the Convention. New-York, p. 35 —This is @ plain, sensible, and a priate 
discourse ; containing many observations worthy of serious attention. e text is 
Psalms cxxii. 8, 9, which suggested to the preacher various ways in which the good 
ofthe Church is to be sought: and her prosperity promoted. 1. By the zeal and 
fidelity of her Ministers. 2. By an active interest in all her great benevolent insti- 
tutions. 3. By a firm adherence to her distinctive principles; and lastly, by unity 
and harmony among all her members. On the first part of his subject, when speak- 
ing of public preaching, he says: “ Undoubtedly” [the Minister of Christ] is to 
enforce with diligence, and in private, from house to house, the saving truths of 
religion. His whole life must correspond with his holy profession, and he must be 
a bright example to others of the power ef godliness ; of the transforming effects of 
the gospel on the human heart; or his preaching will be in vain. These things suppos- 
ed, what will be the sum and substance of his public instructions? They are com- 
tpn in few words: Jesus Cuxist and him erucified.” Follow this text out 

all its consequences and bearings, and you have the great and leading truths of 
the gospel; all that Paul had determined to know ; all that any Christian Minister 
ever need to know or teach. The knowledge of Curist crucified implies a know- 
ledge of the divinity ot his person; the greatness of his humiliation and sufferings ; 
the merits and efficacy of bis atonement; the excellency of his example, and the 
necessity of making it the subject of our imitation. 

“ All these essential truths the faithful Minister will fearlessly proclaim to a lost 
and ruined world. He will not shun to declare unto bis hearers the whole counsel 
Gop; remembering always, that at Gon’s tribunal be is to give an accotmt of 
stewardship. While he lays 6pen the corruptions of th n heart, and exposes 

moral leprosy which sin has spread over the soul, and With which every child 
Adam is infected, he will point to the fountain of Christ s blood, which divine 
mercy has opened, and invite every sinner to wash and be clean. He will show 
the lute, indispensable necessity of a change of heart; of our being born again, 
not of water only, but of the Holy Ghost, in order to the attainment of that “ boli- 
ness without which no man shall see the Lord.” Bearing ever in mind that tite 
great object of preaching is the salvation of souls; impressed with a sense of their 
priceless value, and of the fearful responsibilities which rest upon him, he will la- 


Cam * See Rubrie at the end of the Hymns. 
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with untiring zcal and unsbaken fidelity, to arouse sinners to a sense of their 

ger; to persuade them to _for refuge to the cross of Christe that they may 

cape the wrath to come, an hold of eternal life. It is in this way, and this 

alone, that we can hope to be the humble instruments, under God, of daily “ add- 
ing unto the Charch such as shall be saved ” 


In remarking on the interest which should be taken in all the great and benevo™ 
lent institutions of the Church, the Preacher particularly refers to Sunday Schvols, 
ions, the General Theological Seminary, and the Protestant Episcopal Press; 
and, as connected with the latter, the Bible and Prayer Book, and Tract Societies. 
The Press is located in the city of New-York, upon a plan somewhat similar to 
that suggested some years ago in this Diccese, by the Rev. Mr. Barlow, and is found 
to be an instrument of much good in the hands of the Church, means of this, 
our Sunday Schools are supplied with elementary books of instruction, and suita- 
ble books for their libraries; our Missionaries are furnished with Bibles, and Prayer 
Books, and Tracts; our Theologic«| Students supplied with the neééssary books of 
instruction ; and the libraries of country parishes, and our Clergymen, with all that 
is truly valuable in Theology, and at an expense which brings them within the 
means oi almost the poorest person in our communion.” 


The cher, in his remarks on the Seminary, has the the following excellent 
advice, ch we heartily pray may not only be attentively read, but be produc- 
tive of the desired good. 

* Surely I need not press the importance of theological learning on this en- 
lightened assembly ; it would be an affront to your understandings to suppose, for 
a moment, that you did not fully appreciate its value Other qualifications, it is 
true, besidesJearning, are all-important ; for without piety, and humility, and cha- 
rity, ko elle only puffeth up; but unless the Christian Minister is himself well 
taught ithe word, he caunot profitably minister to others in all good things. Much 
less can he Successfully defend the great truths of religion against the heretic and 
infidel. Nor will mere human learning be considered an unimportant auxiliary to 
the Minister of Christ, when it is remembered that Moses was educated in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians, and that Paul was brought up at the feet of Gamaliel.” 


The third subject which the Preacher recommends to the serious consideration 
of his audience, is, to promote the prosperity of the Church, “ by a firm adherence ~ 
to her distinctive principles.” We deem his advice tv be both seasonable and im- 

rtant, from athorough conviction, that a close adherence to the polity of the 

hurch, is the best, if not the only means, to avoid collision with those who call 
upon the name of Christ in sincerity, and yet differ from us in the order of the Mi- 
nistry, and in the form of ogee and be more likely to promote the wellfare of our 
Zion, than any attempt which can be made to amalgamate discordant materials. 

“ Experience has, we think, abundantly shown, that the interest of true religion 
are best advanced, When each denomination of Christians manages its own reli- 
gions concerns in its own way; at least, it seems perfectly evident that whenever 
the Church, in the spirit of conciliation, has surrendered any of -her distinctive 
principles, she has always been the loser. Convinced, as we are, of the importance 
of those principles, we feel it a solemn duty to enforce and defend them on all 

occasions, “‘ with boldness, yet in love, and with a suitable respect for the 
floes opinions and feelings of those who differ from us.” ‘ Systems of amalga- 


mation may be more agreeable to the spirit of other denominations, and they may 
well encou them, for of them such sacrifices of principle are not required ; but 
for us, one plain, unvarying course is to be pursued; to build up the walls of our 
own Zion in strength and beauty; to avoid those who would “ weaken our hands 
from thegvork,” and to reject the unseasonable interference of those who would, 
under pretence of assiglipe: only serve to retard its progress; who come fo us and 


say, as did the adve of Judah of old: “ Let us build with you; for we seek 
our Gop as ye do,” Our temple needs no foreign aid. Let it rise on its own 
odation, for better jt cannot have—“ the foundation of the Apostles and Pro- 
phets, Jesus Curist himself being the chief corner stone.” Let it rise in its simple 
strength and beauty, unt! all who bebold it shall say: “‘ The hill of Zion is a fair 
ce, the joy of the whole earth. Beautiful for situation is Mount Zion: God is 
n in ber palaces for a sure refuge !”” : 

The remainder of the Sermon is chiefly occupied with some excellent rks 
‘on the charucter and virtues of the late learned, pious, and eminently ze Bi- 


* 
* 
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shop of New-York; from which the Preacher illustrates the last topic of his subjedt, 
viz. the ne of union and harmony members of the Church. , 

A Sermon preached at the Consecration of Bishop B. T Onderdonk, by Bi: Brow- 
nell, and an Address on the same occasion by Bi Whiie.—The text is Colossians, 
iv. 17. “Take heed to the —- which thou hast received in the Lord, that 
thou fulfil it;” from which the Preacher considers Ist.—the dignity and importance 
of the Christian Ministry; and 2nd the qualifications required tor the faithful per- 
formance of its duties. Under the first head, we have room only for the following 
comprehensive, just, and interesting statement. “ The Christian Minister is there- 
fore a fellow-labourer, as well as an ambassador of God, in the work of man’s sal- 
vation. By the preaching of the word, by the administration of the Holy Sacra- 
meats, and by ti pastoral exhortations and instructions, be concurs with the divine 
Being in promoting the everlasting happiness of men. He is, indeed, but an hum- 
ble instrument in the work. The “ treasure is committed to earthen vessels; that 
the excellency of the power may be of Goud.” But, aided by divine grace, a A 
enlightened, and evangelical Ministry is the medium of precious blessings to the 
world ‘Through such an instrumentality, how many careless sinners have been 
made sensible of their danger, awakened from their impenitent state, and convert- 
ed to truth and righteousness! Through such au instrumentality, how wey humble 
Christians have been encouraged in their pious resolutions, supported intheir trials, 
built up in the most holy faith, and prepared for the inheritance of everlasting life! 

* The Gospel is the efficacious remedy, prescribed by God, for all the evils which 
sin has brought upon the world; and the dispensing of this precious remedy he has 
committed to his Ministers. They are the stewards of his mysteries, and the shep- 
herds of his flock. They deliver to men the word ot reconciliatian and the word 
of life, and feed them with the bread which came down from héSvep, even the 
gospel of saivation. 

“'l'he Christian Minister is the intercessor, also, at the throne of grace, for the 

ple of hischarge. He pleads for the supply of their wants, the help of their 
infirmities, and the pardon of their sins. And to these prayers, when offered with 
sincerity and fervency, and presented through the mediation of the Saviour, the © 
ears of the Father are ever open. Op all the labours of his ministry, when per- 
formed with fidelity and zeal, he may look with humble confidence tor the divine 
blessing. Sinners will be awakened to a true sense of their condition, grace 
will be imparted to them, penitence will be excited, faith will be given, end cope 
will be revived. The proper fruits of love to God will be evinced in a faithtul 
obedience to his laws, and a spirit of benevolence and charity towards men will 
be diffused on Society. 

* Such are the benefits of gospel Ministry. They are highly valuable when con- 
sidered in regard to this life, but they are invested with infinite importance when 
considered in reference to eternity. They produce the Most pertect ha 
which the present world affoids, and they become the earnest, as well as the pro- 
curing cause of endless felicity in the world to come.” 

Under the second head he adverts to the knowledge ; wisdom and discretion ; 

rsonul piety ; self devotion, and ardent zeal indispensable to the sacred Ministry. 
To the Laity he addresses the following wise and kind counsel: “ Your Ministrs 
are appointed by God, as guides, to conduct you on your way to bedven; as 
wal to guard you against the errors that may deceive you, or the ’ 
that may surprise you; as stewards, to bring you into the household of Christ, and 
feed you with the bread of life: let it be constantly impressed on ger minds, ther, 
that it is your concern cheerfully to pursue the path of duty which they point out 
to you; sedulously to guard nst the errors and dangers of which they wara 
you ; and with a glad mind and will to unite yourselves with that Chi famil= 
to which they bid you welcome, and partake with ot that heavenly food 
which they are appointed to dispense to you. In all their ministrations you are io 
regard them as ‘ Ambassadors of Christ, as though God did beseech you by them,’ 
for they pray you, ‘in Christ's stead,’ to be * reconciled to God.’ 

“In this interesting and high station, it will be your especial duty to regard our 
Reverend Brother, whom you have called to preside over you in the highest Minis- 
try of the Charch, and who is now to be consecrated to that holy office. You will 

tand rt his just authority, for it is derived from the institution of divine 
i yins in mind that be is ‘over you in the Lard,’ you will 
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‘esteem him very highly for his work’s sake.’ Duly estimating the arduous nature 
agg high responsibilities of you will be ever tqiptrengthen his 
ai encourage his heart, and in his labours of love.” : 

Bishop White’s Address is short, and we give the whole of it. Its beautiful sim 
plicity and pathos, and the associating ideas which it awakens, give it a peculiar 
c “ Brethren—It is trusted by the presiding Bishop, that he will be. borne 
with, while with brevity he gives vent to the sensibilities which possess him on 
this interesting occasion. 

«Tt will easily be believed, that the duty of the day cannot have been discharg- 
ed without the tenderest recollection of a friend,” for whom there has been cherish- 
ed an. affection from his very —_ years. With the grief occasioned by his de- 
cease, there is the consoling recollection of the virtues, and of rvices which 
embalm his memory in the estimation of his friends, of the Churthes which have 
been under his superintendence, of our Church generally, throughout the Union, 
and of that large portion of society who knew him only as a man, asa fellow-citi- 
zen, and asa Christian Minister, exterior to their respective pales. 

“It is within afew months of twenty years, since, in Trinity Church, in this 
eity, he was consecrated to the Episcopacy by the imposition of the hands of the 
present s er. On thaf occasion, as may be seen in his printed sermon, the 
consecratof, affirming an intimate knowledge of the subject of the ceremony, pro- 
bably more exact than that of any other individual then present, did not hesitate 
to anticipate an abundant measure of usefulness. At the same time, he indulged 
the expectation, grounded on the disparity of years, that when called from this 
earthly scene, he would leave behind him sueh @ labourer in the vineyard of the 
Lord. The anticipation of usefulness has been amply realized. The expectation 
of survivorship was not unreasonable; but has been disappointed by the sovereign 
disposal of the great Being whose ways are unsearchable, and in whan hands are 
the ‘ issues of life.’ 

“ Brethren—There has been the expression of these sentiments, partly from the 
wish to mingle the sorrow of the deliverer of them with that of the bereaved dio- 
cese, and partly to felicitate it on the choice of a successor, to whose merit it 
cannot but be a powerful testimony, that he is the individual, on whom the de- 
ceased Bishop would have wished the choice to full; a fact, known to him who 
now affirms it; and who anticipates, as confidently as is consistent with the uncer- 
tainty of all human affairs, a verifying of the opinion of your late Diocesan, and 
that of the lately assembled representatives of your diocese. 

.“ That this may be the result, will, it is to expected, be a subject of your 
oprayers.” 

A Discourse with reference to the Mission of the Bishop of Connecticut through the 
on! HA the Mississippi, by the Rev. William Richmond, A: M.—The London copy 
of this Discourse p' ed in New-York, is now before us. The text is John iv. 


35, 36, and it contains an animated pppoe in favour of sending Missionaries to the 


destitute parts of our own country. e facts reported are eminently interesting. 
We have space only for the following strong statements: “ One of the induce- 
ments is, that by promoting this cause, you add greatly to the pecuniary resources 
of the Church. ‘The arrangements which have been made, to apply the means 
with which the Church may be furnished, are wise and efficient. Every dollar 
which is contributed to the cause, can be so expended, that it will bring forth fruit 
ten fold, perhaps a hundred fold, not only in promoting the spiritual welfare of 
those to who nefit it is devoted, but also in encouraging and inciting them to 
add their own Means, be the great or small, to the common stock, in order that 
the beneficent parpose to w gi ~~ charity is directed, may be effectually ac- 
com ished. If, for instance, a Missionary is sent to gny part of the country with 
a of two hundred and fifty dollars a year, on condition that the ns 
among whom he is to minister will make up the sum to five hundred dollars, this 
additional amount will frequently be raised. Thus, in the first place, to two bun- 
dred and fifty dollars sent by this society, an equal sum will often be added. Not 
- one fraction of this last sam would, in most cases, have been given to the Church, 
had not the salary, paid the Missionary, been first provided. This is one feature 
ef the plan. Then, in the second place, a building will probably be “_ 


* * The late laméhted Right Reverend Bighop Hobart. 
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* public wi ongregaton: thf§ will 
the other i ins here. e con i 
being organized, settled and devoted to fm. 


charge, in a few years the salary ry by means of this and other 
similar institutions, may be withdrawn, and n to another Missionary. But 
this is not all. That congregation will soon be &ble, yraree to collect a I 

sum for Missionary purposes, than would be derived from the income of all that 
has been expended in their behalf. ; 

This is a simple and unexaggerated statement of the case, as it has usually been 
found to exist. It might be more strongly represented. Reference might be made* 
to the increased sums that are always ee for benevolent and pious purposes, 
in every com ty where the gospel is regularly preached. and the sacraments 
are duly administered. It happens to be within the pee experience of him 
who now addresses you, that to the sum of five hundred dollars, devoted, not man 

ears since, by a religious society, to a Missionary object, ten thousand dol- * 
ars were, in various ways, added by the people interested, for the purpose of pro- 
moting public worship in different places ” — 

In a note we are told, “ The writer was appointed, about eleven years since, by 
the Society for the Promotion of Christianity in Pennsylvania, a Domestig Missiona-’ 
ry in the City of Philadelphia. He officiated for about six months in Southwark, and’ 
at Mantua, and Hamiltonville. In these three places, Episcopal Churches have 
ince been erected He crossed over the mougfains to Pittsburg, in the autumn, 
and was appointed Minister of the Church in that place. During the winter, itwas > 
his custom to preach on Sunde a Pittsburgh, and to spend the week in visiting 
Brownsville, Union Town, nelsville, and Greensburgh, and in officiating at 
these places. He also exchanged with the Rev. Mr. Morse, (now of Steubenville, 
Ohio, who was then a Missionary in that State,) and spent some time as @ Mission- 
ary in Ohio, Mr. Morse supplying his places in Pennsylvania. The writer left that 
pao the country in the following spring, and has since resided in the City of New- 

- But he was delighted to find, in passing through Greensburgh last autumn, 
«, that an Episcopal Church was erected there, and thai the Clergyman counted fifty 
* Communicants. He had rode into Greensburgh eleven years before, and was told 
ws. there were no Episcopalians there: he was almost dissuaded from attempting to per 
form the sérvices of the Church. The attempt, however, was made ; the prayers ° 


were read, and a sermon preached inthe Court House. At the same time, notice 
Pp 


was given that the services of an Epistopal Clergyman could be obtained the 
day. Before ten o’clock, next morning, nine children, of parents who had ye 
waiting for the opportunity, were baptized, and in a week after he received a letter 
Pittsburgh, stating that four hundred dollars had been subscribed towards the support 
ofa Clergyman. One could not then be obtained; bat the friends of the Church suc- 
ceeded at last, and Greensburgh has now a Church, and a qgmfortable congrega- 
tion.” 
“ The congregation at Pittsburgh, at first collected by Missionaries, had, eleven 
since, but twenty Communicants: now you may see there a beautiful Gothic 
Church, and one hundred and twenty Communicants. Last year that congrega- 
tion collected more than six hundred dollars for Missionary objects. There were, 
at the time of niy first mission, no Churches at Brownsville and Connelsville: now, 
the inhgbitants of both of those places may enter every Sunday an Episcopal Charch, 
and join in the services of our Liturgy. I have selected these cases trom many 
others equally encouraging to the friends of Missions, that might ed by those 
who have acted as Episcopal Missionaries in the Mnited States.” 
We are tempted to add the following beautiful passage: “Jt is said that the tra- 
ller among ern scenery, ti h to repose ‘in plains and valle 
like paradise amidst naked mountains and wilds.’ So the Christian 
m, long wandering through a world that lieth in wickedness, shedding many and 
itter tears over the usefulness and pen es misery of his fellow-travellers to 
eternity, is solaced and refreshed, is re-assured and re-animiated, by scenes like the 
one which now meets my eyes. When be watches the operations of the heaven- 
descended spirit that has visited Christians every where, and is now moving your 
bh he is assured that salvation has not onl n freely proffered, but Sill be 
accepted on its own terms, and he feels di d to exclaim with the good 
n, ‘ Lord, now letjget thon thy servant depart in peace.’ "” * 
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Married, in St. Philip’s Ch 20th of January, the firms @ave- 
pes, Rector of St. Paul’s Ch , and St. Paul’s Church, Stmmerville, to 
Miss Susas B. Hamuxrow. , , 


—>_— 
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‘Departed this life on the 24th ult. in the 44th vear of his age, Mr. Jonn Gapsvew. 
To infancy, he was baptized. In early manhood, “ with his own mouth and consent, 
openly before the Church” he ratified, and confirmed the Christian Covenant, and 
sixteen years since he became a Communicaat of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
He wasa V man of one of its Congregations, and a member ofits Convention, 
and of several ieties connected with its weliare. His last mofiths were given, 
almost gnclesienats to religious reading, reflection, Conversation, and communion 

@with his God. He , aah Taylor, Bishop Horne, Doddridge, and espe- 
cially the Bible. H d was as vigorous (almost to the last hour) as in the days 
of his heaith, and he said “ 1 expect to die, but I hope to be saved: Iam a feeble 
Christian. LIrely, or depend upon tbe great sacrifice. Lord I believe, help thou 
my unbelief. I wish my ®on to be religiously brought up.” He was buried by 
the grave of his mother, sister, father, and grandfather. “ These all died in faith, 
not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuad- 
ed of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers, and Pile, 

¢ grims on the earth.” # 

Died at sea, on the 7th of November, on hid ayfeom Liverpool to Charleston, 
8. C. Epwarp P. Eastsuxs, brother of the J Eastburn, of New-York, 
in the twenty first year of his age. The death of this most excellent young man 
has cast a deep gloom over a wide circle of relatives and friends. He left New- 
York, bis native dity, in July last, to try the effect of a change of climate on his en- 
feebled health. For some months previous, he bad been quite unwell, and his 
friends, apprehensive for his safety, urged him to relinquish his studies for a sean. 


He complied with their wishes, and, accompanied by his mother and sister, pro- 
ths, when by the advice of his. 


dedto England. Here he r ined for two 
ysician, he started tor Charleston; intending to spend the winter in_ that city, 
ith the hope that its genial clime would prove beneficial to his weakefied frame. 





But an All wise God in his providence, didaet see fit to fulfil these expectations. 


o days before he reached the wished-for ever, the immortal spirit was freed 
its tenement of clay, and winged its flight to the mansions above. He sweet- 
il asleep in Jesus. is remains were interred in St. Michael’s Church, Charles- 
, on the arrival of the vessel at that city.—Phil. Re 
—=_—— 
AR FOR FEBRUARY. 
2. Purification of t d Virgin Mary. 
3. Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Managers of the Pro. Epis. Juvenile Society. 
4. Monthly Meetin of the Managers of the Bible, Prayer Book, & Tract Society. 
essima > p 
7. Monthly Meeting of the Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancemeut 
f Christianity in South-Carolina. 
8. Anniversary of the Society for the Advancement of Christianity in Soyth-Ca- 
rolina. . 
9. Annual ting of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
South: lina: 
11. Anniversary of the Prote Episcopal Missionary Society, composed of 
eo and others. Sermon on the Sunday Evening following. 


1 in ima Sunday. . * 
ie Sea Wednesday ee 

20. First Sunday in Lent. <* 

24. St. Mathias. 27. Second Sunday in Lent. 


. Errata in the last Number. 
6, line 8, for “ or,” read and. 


“ 6, “ 14, for “regenerate.” read regulale. - 
*. 7, “ 3 from the boffom, for “ belongs,” read ais and after ie 





id minations,”’ insert fo. 
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